
 
 
 

Reverie 
Liam McCarty 

 
 

 
Instrumentation: 
 

Piccolo 
Flute 1  
Flute 2 
Oboe 1 
Oboe 2 
Clarinet 1 
Clarinet 2 
Bassoon 1 
Bassoon 2 
-- 
Horns 1 and 2 
Horns 3 and 4 
Trumpet 1 
Trumpet 2 
Trombone 1 
Trombone 2 
Bass Trombone 
Tuba 
-- 
Timpani 
Snare Drum  
Bass Drum 
Crash Cymbals 
Suspended Cymbal 
-- 
Violin 1 
Violin 2 
Viola 
Cello 
Bass 
 

 
Note about the music: 
 

Reverie is a metaphorical dream, the orchestra and audience the metaphorical dreamers. The apparent heartbeat that 
opens, closes, and is strewn throughout the music should reflect this theme and may inspire the orchestra to play as a 
united organism. Note the importance of the dramatic arc of the music, analogous to the dramatic arc of a narrative. 
  

 
Note about tempi: 
 

Tempi are written as heart beat rhythms equivalent to quarter or eighth notes (except in measure 19 where a courtesy 
standard tempo is written). Note that the two tempos of the piece, 65 and 97.5 beats per minute, form a 2:3 ratio that 
allows the heart beat to be slower than the tempo of the music in some cases, causing regular syncopation that gives a 
slightly disorienting sensation. 
 
Note that heart beats are written in some cases as groups of three—two eighth notes and one eighth rest, or triplets of 
two eighth notes and one eighth rest—and in other cases as groups of four—two sixteenth notes and one eight rest, or 
two thirty-second notes and one sixteenth rest. Both types of rhythm should be easily recognizable as heart beats. I 
found that recordings of real heartbeats are indistinguishable as either type of rhythm: some sound like groups of three, 
while others sound like groups of four. Therefore, I utilize both and follow a convention: groups of three are used in sec-
tions meant to sound more relaxed, while groups of four are used in sections meant to sound more frantic or excited.   



 133-38. 01 Dec. 2003. Web. 30 Aug. 2014. <http://www.jssm.org/vol2/n4/2/v2n4-2pdf.pdf>.
Sleep: Implications for Monitoring Training Status." Journal of  Sports Science and Medicine 2.4 (2003):

* average heart rate during sleep = 65 bpm: Waldeck, Miriam R., and Michael I. Lambert. "Heart  Rate During

Liam McCartyDreamscape for Orchestra
Reverie
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(Introduction)
Falling Asleep

[Note: divisi where stems divide]
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(Theme 1)
Foreshadowing
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